
LL4097V/LL5097V/LL6097V: ISLAMIC LAW 
 
The purpose of this course is two-fold:  on the one hand, to examine parts of the legal history and heritage 
of Islam and the development of the traditions of Islamic law on the other, to reflect upon the nature and 
concept of law coming from this heritage and its influence on other aspects of society.  As such, we will read 
materials, and consider issues, related to three topics: the history of Islamic legal thought from the formative 
period; the crystallisation of Islamic legal thought into works of fiqh and usul al-fiqh; and the contemporary 
application and practice of Islamic law. 
 
The course aims to: 

1. Engage students in critical-historical understanding of prominent developments in Muslim legal 
thought; 
 

2. Expose students to accessible primary materials from the Muslim legal traditions; 
 

3. Use other legal traditions as a comparator for the understanding Muslim legal traditions; and, 
 

4. Raise questions about the application and use of Muslim legal traditions today. 
 
At the end of the course, participants should be able to: 
 

1. Have a general understanding of the historical development of classical Islamic law and legal 
traditions including the geographical schools, the eponymous schools, the dynamic  between Shari’a 
and fiqh, and between fiqh and usul al-fiqh (including an understanding of the sources of law), the 
basic differences between Sunni and Shi’i legal theory and attempts at applying Islamic law in 
contemporary nation states; 
 

2. Have a basic exposure to selected works of fiqh to see their organisation and topics (and, hopefully, 
to a work of usul al-fiqh as well); 
 

3. Have encountered and considered normative ‘meta’ questions about the nature and scope of law by 
considering legal orders outside of traditions; and, 
 

4. Have considered how ‘Islamic law’ might be employed today. 
 

Seminars 1-4 deal with the history of Muslim legal traditions and the sources of law.  Seminars 6 & 7 consider 
primary materials and Seminars 8-12 consider contemporary applications and issues.  
 
The topics are: 
 
SEMINAR ONE:  INTRODUCTION TO THE MODULE - ‘ISLAMIC LAW’ AND ‘MUSLIM LEGAL TRADITIONS’ 
 
SEMINAR TWO: THE QURAN AS A SOURCE OF LAW  
 
SEMINAR THREE:  DEVELOPMENT OF THE CLASSICAL TRADITIION - 1  
 
SEMINAR FOUR:  DEVELOPMENT OF THE CLASSICAL TRADTION - 2 
 
SEMINAR FIVE:  PRIMARY SOURCES: SUNNI TRADITIONS 
 
SEMINAR SIX:  PRIMARY SOURCES: SHIA TRADITIONS  
 



SEMINAR SEVEN:  CONSIDERING THE NATURE OF THE TRADITION(S) 
 
SEMINAR EIGHT:  MUSLIM LEGAL TRADITIONS AND THE COMMON LAW: A COMPARISON 
 
SEMINAR NINE:  CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES AND TENSIONS 
 
SEMINAR TEN:  ISLAMIC LAW IN PRACTICE: BANKING AND FINANCE 
 
SEMINAR ELEVEN:  ISLAMIC LAW IN PRACTICE: AMLA AND THE CASE OF SINGAPORE 
 
SEMINAR TWELVE:  ISLAMIC LAW APPLIED: ‘DIVORCE: IRANIAN STYLE’ (FILM) 
 


